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UM LECTURE TACKLES CREATIONISM VS. EVOLUTION 
MISSOULA -
The public is invited to delve into the creationism versus evolution debate during a free 
lecture Monday, April 4, at The University of Montana.
Elliott Sober is the Hans Reichenbach Professor and William Vilas Research Professor 
in the philosophy department at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. He will present the 
next installment of the UM President’s Lecture Series, “Creationism Versus Evolution,” at 8 
p.m. in the University Theatre.
Sober will discuss how the design argument for the existence of God claims that the 
most plausible explanation of the complicated adaptations that organisms have is that they were 
created by an intelligent designer, namely God.
“In this lecture I will try to formulate the strongest version of the design argument that 
I know of and then show why the argument is defective,” Sober said. “I ’ll also discuss the 
relationship of the design argument to the theory of evolution.”
Presented in conjunction with UM’s College of Arts and Sciences, Sober’s appearance 
also is the Henry Bugbee Annual Lecture in Philosophy.
Earlier in the day, Sober will present a seminar titled “Morgan’s Canon” -- in 




Sometimes partnering with others, Sober has written or edited more than 10 books, 
including “Philosophy of Biology” (1993) and “The Nature of Selection: Evolutionary Theory 
in Philosophical Focus” (1984). He also has written more than 200 academic papers.
Sober attended the University of Pennsylvania before working at Cambridge during 
1970-72 and earning his doctorate from Harvard in 1974. He has worked at the London School 
of Economics and Political Science, Stanford and Harvard, among others. He also has served 
as president of the Philosophy of Science Association since 2003. Sober has been a UW 
philosophy professor since 1984.
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